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I often saw the gentle sisters of the Precious Blood and their sweet-looking Mother, Pierina Roleston. She was utterly ignorant of worldly matters, and entirely governed "by her priests, but her own character was of a simplicity much like that of the Cure d'Ars. She once described to me Maria de Matthias, and the story of the foundation of her Order.
" Oh, I wish you could see the Mother-General: she is so simple, such a primitive person. When she wants any thing, she just goes away and talks to our Blessed Lord, and He gives it to her. Sometimes the nuns come and say to her, c What can we do, Mother? we have no flour, we cannot bake; ' and she answers, ' Why should you be troubled? Are not the granaries of our Master always full ? We will knock at them, and He will give us something.'
" One day there was nothing at all left at Acuto: there was no bread, and there was no money to buy any. But Mother-General had just that simple faith that she was not at all troubled by it, and she even brought in five additional persons, five workmen who were to make some repairs which were necessary for the convent. When they came, she made the nuns come into the chapel, and she said, 4 Now, my children, you know that we have nothing left, and we must pray to our Master that He will send us something; ' and she herself, going up to the altar, began to talk to Our Blessed Lord and to tell Him all her needs. c Dear Lord,' she said, c we have nothing to eat, and I am just come to tell you all about it, and to ask you to send us something; and-I am in debt too, dear Lord. I owe twenty-five scudi for your work; will you send it to me? ' and so she continued to talk to Our Blessed Lord, just telling Him all she wanted.
" At that moment there was a knock at the door, and a